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easy   reading  historical  and  art-historical   introduction,   so   that   the non-specialized
reader can be familiarized with the production of the period and the kind of work that
will  be  discussed   in   the  entries.  The  entries  are  conceived  as  essays,  presented   in
chronological  order.  On   the  one  hand,   they  contain  general   information  about   the
content of the manuscript or subject of the painting, about its author (if known) and its
art-historical   significance.  On   the   other  hand,   they   include   detailed   descriptions,
information about the history of the work, a brief codicological description, discussions
about  attributions  and  the   iconography  and  stylistic  and   iconographic  comparisons
with  other  works  of  art.  At  the  end  of  the  volume,  the  colophons,  seal  impressions,
library  notes  and notes  of  later  owners  are  presented  as  they  appear  in Persian  and
Arabic   in  the  manuscripts.  Particular  attention   is  paid  to  the   issue  of  the  so  called
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copies  of  al-Qazwini’s   ‘Aja’ib  al-makhluqat,   the   illustrations  of  each  manuscript  are
published in their entirety and separate folios are reproduced on both sides.






whose  name   figures  also  on   some  metalwork  objects,  kept   in  different  museums.
Another   interesting   (incomplete)   manuscript,   already   known   by   scholars,   is   an
autographed and dated anthology of poetry by Muhammad ibn Badr al-Din al-Jajarmi.
This  manuscript  too  might  have  been  dedicated  to  Abu  Ishaq  and  there  are  serious
indications that it was copied and illustrated in Isfahan, a previously unknown centre
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